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THE SEVEN SEALS

An Examination of Chapters 4, 5 and 6 of the
Book of Revelation.

. “After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven:
and the first voice which I her :d was as it were a trumpet talking
with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things
which must be hereafter.

And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne
was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne.

“And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine
stone: and there was arainbow round about-the throne, in sight
like unto an emerald.

And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and
upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in
white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold.

“And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings
and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before
the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.

“And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto
crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round about the
throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind.

“And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast
was like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and the
fourth beast was like a flying eagle.

“And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him;
and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and
night, saying, Holy, H;)ly, Ho’l(y, Lor«i God A*lmighty.”

“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and
power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they
are and were created.”—Rev. 4:1-11.

In the introduction to the churches Christ was seen
walking among the golden candlesticks, which re-
present the seven churches. In the introduction to
the seven seals, he is represented as sitting on a throne,
with twenty-four elders seated around him. These
elders each had a golden crown on their head. In the
midst and round about the throne were four beasts
full of eyes round about them. These beasts had
wings. Now we see at once the scene is differgnt from
the one of the churches.

A throne signifies a king and subjects over which
he rules. The twenty-four elders with crowns signify
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that they, too, are rulers of the people. They having
wings teach the lesson as taught elsewhere in the Bible
gsuch as Dan. 7:4, 6; Hosea 8:1; BEze. 1:10. These
wings teach their rapidity of movement. - A beast is a
symbo! of a civil power. Dan. 7:17. The fuces of
these four designative of the character of the
power, )

The question is what does the whole scene teach?
We understand the symbols teach a lesson of civil
power or kingdoms, in contrast to the exclesiastical
taught by the seven churches. This must appear plain
to all as we further pursue the line of prophecy of
the seals. It will appear also clear that Christ has
such an organization though not now visible, the same
as he had of old in the days of literal Israel. I feel
as I write this I wish I had the language to make it
plain to the reader in order that they might understand
clearly Christ’s organization of both the church and
the civil power which the children of God should still
regard and be in harmony with in preference to any
man made organization devised by men. Our king is
still Christ. His laws are still our laws. His church
alone is still our church. His government is still our
government. Our citizenship is in heaven and not
on earth. We render to Ceasar that which is his and
to God that which is His. These things are what every
child of God should clearly know. It is all taught by .
the churches and the seals. The book of Revelation
contains the climax of the whole story of the Bible.
It is now to be understood clearly by all the children
of God. Don’t dally longer to make it a careful study
as never before.

The Seven Seals.

As a result of being able to place the whole Bible
into one harmonious story of redemption, it aids much
to a clear understanding of each separate subject.
The reason is that each subject is but a part of the
whole and all fit together as a perfect piece of
machanism.

The story of the building of the temple is an
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excellent representation of the Bible. Though each
stone was prepared and each piece of timber made
before the putting together of the temple, yet when it
come to place each piece of material there was not
the sound of 2 hammer to be heard. Every thing fit.
So with the Bible every subject will fit in its place
perfectly when the story of the whole is understood
in the study of each subject under consideration. The
number seven is the basis of it all, as based upon the
creative week representing seven thousand years. This
is where the secret of an understanding of the whole
book lies. Every subject, every study, and every
teaching of the whole will fit to that one basis, whether
it be the law or the prophets. All is built on that
foundation and nothing else will fit or work with it.

This being the case it is easy to see that the book
of Revelation is the closing part of it all. When the
last chapter of the book is once reached and understood

- nothing is wanting. Nothing has been left out to com-
plete the whole.

The principles invoived in all the past has been
most strictly followed in the book of Revelation, and
the story of redemption through Jesus Christ is faith-
fully finished, and if any mawnshall add to the book or
take from it, it results in their loss of eternal life. We
can as prophets (ministers) teach just what is written
but no more. The building is complete. Not the
sound of a hammer " (another doctrine) should be
heard. The book closes with the statement, ‘“Behold
I come quickly.” The end of the story and the com-
ing of Christ is the climax of it all. ‘“Even so, come
Lord Jesus, Amen.” That is the last utterance of the
Spirit to the people of God.

The seven churches was Christ’s messages to his
people. These seven churches were but one church
and that was the church of the first born, composed of
those whose names are written in heaven, in the Lamb’s
book of life.

The seven seals is but an addition to another phase
of the story. The word seal means an instrument used
by the civil ruler in legal documents. Hence, the
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seven seals we will learn has their application to the
civil conditions of Israel and their relations to civil
governments during the same history covered by the
seven churches., Namely, from the first to the second
advent of Christ.

Civil rule is what God has ever had in connection.
He has not left the world to be ruled entirely by Satan
through his agents. The civil power is over and al-
ways “for the punishment of evil doers and for the
praise of them that do well.”” Therefore says the
Lord, “We must needs be subject to the powers that
be.” Tt is true that civil rulers are many times in-
fluenced to do wrong and become oppressors of the
good. Even the good people of God. But that does
not signify that the governments of the world are not
neceskary. Neither does it signify that God’s eye
is not upon them. Christ is still the prince of the
kings of the earth. Rev. 1. God ever respects a good
civil ruler. The story of the civil governments during
this history under consideration was written in a book
and sealed. “No one in heaven nor in earth, nor under
the earth” was found that could open even one of the
seals. Finally we read that one was found that could
open the book. That one was the Lion of the tribe
of Judah, the Root of David, which was Christ.

“And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a
book written within and on the backside, sealed with seven seals.

“And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who
is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof ?

“A nd ng man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth,
was able to open the book, neither to look thereon.

“And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open
and to read the book, neither to look thereon.

“And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the
Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open
the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.”—Rev. 5:1-5.

While the things written in this book were sealed,
it is a comforting thing to know that through Christ
nothing shall be hid from His followers, but all things
shall be open as the day; and, while the world says the
book of Revelation is a sealed book, let the reader
bear in mind that we have an Intercessor that maketh
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intercession for the children of Men, and ever reveals
to His followers all that would be for their good.

“And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take
the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast
redeemed us to God by thy bleod out of every kindred, and tongue,
and people, and nation; .

“And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we
shall reign on the earth.”—Rev, 5:9, 10.

The last expression leads our minds to the ultimate
consummation of the seven seals, brought to view in
this line of prophecy, namely, to carry the mind of
the student of prophecy down through the world’s
history over into the new earth; and when this was
seen by the faithful, they joined in the prospective song
described in the seriptures just quoted.

“And 1 saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard,
asd‘ were the noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come
andad see.

“And I saw, | and behold a white hors e: and he that sat on him
had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth con-
quering, and to conquer.”—Rev. 6:1

We have in the book of Revelatlon three distinet
iines of prophecy covering the world’s history from the
first century after Christ till He shall come again,
namely, the seven trumpets, the seven churches, and
the seven seals. The trumpets cover the political and
warlike movements of the nations; the churches, the
Lord’s true people; the seven seals, the line covering
the apostasy from the true church, as described by
Paul in 2 Thessalonians, where he states that Christ
shall not come except there come a falling away first,
and the man of sin be revealed. To the latter the
seven seals are devoted. The first represents the
church in the first century. White being an emblem
of purity, so the church in both the seven churches and
the seven seals is presented in a favorable light during
the first century, as described here by one sitting on a
white horse; “‘and he that sat on him had a bow; and
a crown was given unto him; and he went forth con-
guering, and to conquer.” This represents the history
of the church during the first century.

It is important to know that no one can give us
light on the word of God but Christ. He says, “If any
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man lack wisdom let him ask of me and I will give it
‘to him willingly.” It is ever the oil (the spirit of God)
that leads into truth. That spirit is Christ’s spirit. He
can give the desired information needed on His word.

There is much to consider in the above scripture.
Remember we are in this story of the seals, studying
the story of the civil power and its relation to the
people of God. There is first introduced in this a
throne. That signifies a king.  Melchesideck was
both priest and king. Hence, wherever God’s people
are under the rulership of God there is both the civil
and the spiritual phases to be considered. In the
study of this scripture we see Israel ag they were, and
are, ruled by Christ our King. Note our comments on
Revelation 1. This is seen clearly by studying when
we note the items seen by the prophet: The colors, the
bow, the four and twenty elders, the seven lamps and
the four beasts (civil divisions of Israel) and so on.
On examination of the ancient camp of Israel we find
just these things here mentioned. First there were
twelve heads, one for each tribe of Israel. Num. 1.
These tribes were camped three on each side of the
tabernacle. On one side was the camp of Judah, on
another was the division of Reuben, on the north side
was the camp of Dan, and on the west was the camp
of Ephraim. Thus the four divisions of three tribes
each, made the four heads called in this prophecy the
four beasts. A beast is the symbol used to represent
a civil government. Dan. 7:17. The Lord named
the one which was to stand at the head of each tribe
twelve in number.

Then in addition to this the tribe of Levi was also
stationed around the tabernacle between the taber-
nacle and the other tribes. By the study of the dif-
ferent divisions of the Levites who had the charge of
the tabernacle the rest of the heads can be found
which constituted the twenty-four elders or rulers of
Israel. So it is clear that in order to place Christ’s
throne in the midst of Israel it was necessary to give
the full discription. The word heaven is used to
locate the place where the vision was given. It could
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teach that such an organization exists in heaven above
or it could represent heavenly things here on the
earth. Paul says we are raised up and made to sit
together in heavenly places. Others speak the same.
The prophet Ezekiel had a vision very similar to this
one given John. Eze 1; also chapter 10. The dis-
cription of each beast is to express their character.
Christ is the “Lion of the tribe of Judah.”

Israel was so thoroughly organized they could
move from place to place in short notice as represented
by the wings. Hosea 8:1. They were full of eyes
within. They kept their eye on the throne. So when -
the cloud lifted they were ready to follow it at once.
Zechariah speaks of Christ, the stone, with seven eyes.
We are admonished to anoint our eyes that we may
see. The light of the body is the eye. If the eye be
single the whole body is full of light., These beasts
have eyes with which to look in every direction. The
civil ruler as well as the spirit ruler must have their
eyes open and see the movements of God in civil things.
The proper symbols are used when we know the rule
which each stand for.

We would cite the reader to Numbers chaptersl
to 4, where they can see and learn the perfect order of
Israel’s encampment. To see which each'tribe’s ensign
or color was. -Exekiel says, “When the throne was
lifted up from the earth the wheels were lifted up.”
This was as it was in the wilderness when the cloud
lifted Israel was lifted up from the earth and moved
forward. A wheel in a wheel is significant of perfect
order. Take a watch for example. It isa wheel with-
in a wheel, yet each wheel has its place among the
wheels, so with God’s perfect organization. Christ is
the center, and at his command all and each one inii-
vidually move together in their perfect order. Such
is God’s order, and so it will be when redemption
completed.  Every individual will have their place
among the whole to act. This is organization. If
men would but study God’s organization and not try
to devise one of their own as an imitation how much
better it would be. Man-made organizations is of
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Satan and causes confusion in the church, while God’s
organization works perfect peace and order. Because
there is unity. With these remarks of introduction we
can now pass to the civil influences as they have ex-
isted since the days of Christ and the apostles.
Though God’s government of both spiritual and
civil as united was broken up at the time of the capti-
vity here on earth it still exists in the hearts of his
children and will again exist as it was when the earth
- is restored and Christ again rules his people.
- The rider on the white horse had a bow and a
crown. A bow accompanied him on his mission. The
bow contained the .colors of the bow in the cloud as
described by Ezekiel. Eze. 10. The colors that made
up that bow stood for the commandments of God and
the faith of Jesus.. See our tract, “The Sign of the
Son of Man.” This rider went forth conquering and
to conquer with the gospel message. As long as the
apostles and their followers taught and practiced the
true doctrine of the true church nothing could stand
before them. God witnessed to their work and great
inroads were made into the heathen worship of Baal.
The first century since Christ was crucified success
attended the work of the gospel. Signs and wonders
were wrought by the apostles such as the healing of
the sick, speaking in other languages which they had
never learned, the discerning of spirits, and so on.
This was all a witness to the doctrine and the pure
lives lived by the followers. The crown on the head
of the rider shows the civil kingdom® of Christ still
exists.
But remember that there never fails to follow such
* moves a loss of that first love, as those come in later
who do not realize the importance of such a life of close
adherance to the truth and to a holy life. Their love
wanes. Paul predicted this falling away. Moses
predicted it would come after his day, and so it never
fails to come.
“And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second

beast say, Come and see.
“And there went another horse that was red: and power was
given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that
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they shouiléi 1{1](1s one ancther: and there was given unto him a great
sword.”—Rev.

We notice in this that the horse changes his color
to that of red, and power was given the one that sat
thereon to take peace from the earth, and there was
given unto him a great sword. There never was an
apostasy from God that was not followed by the de-
velopment here described, namely, that of seeking the
arm of flesh and a spirit of cruelty and oppression
developed. This description covers the period to the
beginning of the fourth century, or till A. D. 300.

We now feel that we are prepared to introduce
the clear distinction between the seals and the
churches, namely, the seals refer more directly to that
phase of the great apostacy which came in, namely,
man-made organizations both of the church and the
state. The theocracy of Israel was a union of both
the church and the civil power. God being the direct
ruler. But 606 B. C. that form of government was
broken up. God from that date till he comes again
has turned the rulership of civil things into the hands
of the governments of earth. The position held in the
Bible is that since the capativity the children of od
are in captivity and under the yoke of man devised
governments. The children of God will wear that
yoke “till he comes whose right it is.” Jer. 30:7-9.
Hence the apostles never yoked up with any church
organization during their history. They went out and
preached the pure gospel. As a result companies of
believers were raised up. The true among these com-
panies were pointed to the church of the first born
whose names are written in heaven for their member-
ship. Heb.12. The Bible alone was their guide. No
man had dominion over anothers faith. Christ him-
self has always been the head of the true church and
he adds to it such as shall be saved. No man can put
any out nor take them in. Christ sets in the church
all the gifts of the spirit and selects such as he sees
fit to preach the gospel. All this is done through
Christ and as a result perfect unity like a wheel in a
wheel. All for the purpose of accomplishing one end
is the result of such a unity. See our tract, “Is There
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-5 True Church Organization?” But this did not satis-
£y the unconverted who wished control of others. The
spirit of church federation began to come in. Men
began to teach and to reason that God ~as a God of
order and all that he did was perfect ly organized
with Christ on the throne as the head and why should
they not do the same, and thus be able to accomplish
much more by such a united effort. This all sounded
well. They further taught that as earthly governments
were organized with a head why should not the church
be the same. So history records that such was the
plan followed. They reasoned that such an organiza-
tion gave power of disciplin. It would bring unity
of faith. It would develop the best talent as coun-
cilors. Hence the written record is that certain men
brought about this formation of the followers. So
bishops and all officers of the church were selected

- and elected by men to fill the various places in the
church which Christ had been filling by the Holy Spirit.
Thus they immagined the work would be greatly
hastened. They could not wait for Christ to do all
that. Well, Paul said such would be the case that men
would place men at the head in the place of Christ,
s0 “they as Christ would sit in the temple of God, show-
ing themselves that they are God.”

Note, it is the system that is adopted that makes
the head. It is not some one organization alone that
fulfills this scripture but it is every one that follows
the system adopted to make one as head sit in that
position to the organization that made him sit there.
In this manner the wisdom, the power, and all manage-
ment such as the sending out of workers, the fitting
of workers, the hireing of workers, the selecting of
workers, the infallible interpretation of the scriptures,
etec. All is vested in this head where Christ belongs
in the church, and when this form of organization is
adopted, Christ and the Holy Spirit and the word of
God are all to take a back seat and wait to be called
by the head of this new order of things. Thus the
church becomes a man power and not the power of
God. As a result of this organizations without num-

-
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ber exist in our day. All and every one of them stand-
ing on the same basis and belong to the title, “The man
of sin,” “The son of perdition.”

But that was not all. Man is never satisfied when
one point is gained. Nothing short of being king of
the world stops the desire. Hence the next step was
to have the church take over the reins of civil govern-
ment ynder the control of the church, and thus again
“sit in the temple of God, showing™ himself to be
God.” This did not occur till later as shown by the
next horse which is black. Under the red horse “peace
was taken from the earth.” No longer had the child
of God that liberty to read and think for themselves
and be directly connected to Christ only as they be-
came connected to a man made organization devised by
man where they were compelled to subscribe to the
creed, nor could they even approach to Christ. That
approach was to be made through the visible head
here on earth. The real peace of the gospel is per-
fect freedom for every individual to believe or dis-
believe, to obey or not to obey, was gone. No man
has power over another. Christ said, “My peace I
give unto you; my peace I leave with you. Not as
the world giveth give I unto you.” To this day there
is no peace of the gospel. All are under a regime of
men. They as a whole are called “Babylon the great,
the mother of harlots and abominations of the earth.”
The Protestant says that is the Roman church., I say
it is everything that calls itself a church that in any
way devises a man made machine. All such are an
imitation and counterfeit of the church of Jesus Christ.
Every one that has men, or a committee of men, to sit
at their head, they are imitators of the church of
Rome. The church of Rome and the Greek church are
a counterfeit of the church of Jesus Christ. God pity
those of his children who can not see and understand
the seven seals. The very reason why Christ is seen
sitting on his throne, the twenty-four elders and all is
given is to point us to the true organization.

The dates here given is to merely follow the
general history of the different periods and not to be
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understood as definite, like the prophetic periods.
Prophetic periods are exact as to time, not so in this
history given.

This brings us to A. D. 328, and of this time the
scriptures say, “And when He had opened the third
seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see, And
I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him
had a pair of balances in his hand. And I heard a
voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure
of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for
a penny, and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine.”

The color of this horse is black. He that sat op
him had a pair of balances in his hand. The first one
had a bow and a crown, and went forth conquering
and to conquer. To the second one power was given
to take peace from the earth. The third has given the
truth and subdue the world by the gospel, and in its
place has taken the balances and gone into the world
to buy and sell and get gain. He tells what wheat is
worth, and he tells what barley is worth. He con-.
verses about the oil and the wine, and his whole mis-
sionary efforts have turned into worldly gain. His
light is under a bushel, and his doctrines are as black
as hell itself, Instead of carrying the gospel to the
regions beyond, and partaking of the spirit of sacrifice

. of the lowly Nazarene, the rider upon the black horse
goes to the regions beyond for gain under the name of
Christianity. Real ministers of the gospel are gone,
and money changers have taken their place. Such
is the condition of those who choose error instead of
truth. This period reaches from 323 A. D. to 538,
the time when the Papacy was fully established in
the empire of Rome.

The desire grew in the minds of men for full con-
trol of both the civil and the eclesiastical rulership of
all till it become a great issue in the Western Empire
of Rome. TFinely through the influence of the Eastern
Emperor Justinian which represented the Greek
Catholic church who had already attained to the point
in the east the Bishop of Rome became the head over
all the churches in the western Empire. The definite
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date when this took place is A. D. 538. This period
is sustained by a prophetic period found in Dan. 7:25.
As we study the civil power of the governments of the
west as ruled by the church there is much that could
pe considered. At this point of history remember the
union of state  and church was fully  accomplished.
The head of one was the head of the other, so the
bishops and pope of Rome then reasoned, as the head
in heaven and as Christ was- the head of both under
the theocracy of Israel, then why not the pope hold, as
they claimed, the headship on earth and sit as Christ’s
representative here? e ghould also be the logical
head of both the civil and the ecclesiastical. This wag
simply patterning after God’s organization which all
Jooked very plausible and still does to all who make
church organizations. But they do not realize that all
such as that are a false and a counterfeit theocracy
whether it be a small or large organization. The head
ship is there just the same. Christ said such should
be no more till he come. Now as Rome was an immita-
tor there is another very strange thing which occured
among these civil nations of Europe. It is this, when
we study ancient Israel in their tribal organizations still
further we find there was after the death of Solomon
three divisions of Israel.

First. Th: twelve tribes were divided thus, Judah
and Benjamin and the half tribe of Manassa, the son
of Joseph, were to have their headquarters at Jerusa-~
lam. That was called the house of Judah. The other
ten tribes were divided as follows: Ephraim, the other
gon of Joseph, had his seat of government at Bethel.
The other tribes had Dan at their head with their seat
at Samaria. Thus there were three divisions. See
our writings on the three divisions of Israel.- There
are and also the same three divisions in latter times
among the Gentiles. !

In the book of Revelation on Babylon, in chapter
12, 13 and 17, the beast representing the Western
Empire of Rome where the black horse belongs. The
beast has ten horns. Were the reader to follow our
writings on these chapters they would see that in
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modern times America is to be the land of Ephraim,
leaving the other tribes of the house of Joseph to be in
Western Europe with the two tribes, Judah and Ben-
jamin, in the Eastern Empire. Just what power
brought these about in this immitation of ancient
Israel we would say it was no doubt overruled by
Satan, who is the one behind the curtain to deceive
and lead the people of God astray. It, however, re-
mains a truth that these divisions contain the modern
tribes of Israel. We can say this, every prophecy
teaches this to be a truth, even if we do not fully un-
derstand what brought it about. 1 would further say
that the seals are the foundation. Later prophecies
are for the purpose of showing the fuller development
as these governments are symbolized by beasts, horns,
and so on. We can only give suggestions in this brief
development of the subject of these d1v1s1ons of today.
We now pass to the fourth seal.

“And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of
the fourth beast say, Come and see.

“And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat
on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was
gven unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword,
an% with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.”
—~—Rev. 6:7, 8.

The fourth seal introduces the pale horse of death,

while hell followed him, and power was given him
“over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword,
and with hunger, and with death.” This covers a
period from 538 until the time of the Reformation,
which began in the fifteenth century, under Wyecliffe.
Huss, Luther, Zwingle, and others. Buck, in his
theological dictionary, put the number of martyrs dur-
ing this period at fifty millions. The woman in Rev-
-elation 17 is represented as being drunken with the
blood of the martyrs of Jesus. No wonder the pale
horse of death is taken to symbolize this period of
persecution!

The church of Rome claim they never put to death
any one. That is true. But the civil power did, and
that power was created by the church for the very
purpose to do the work. The laws for what the church
called heresy was enacted with their penalties.
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Thus the churches so-called, stood behind the curtain
while the civil law carried out the laws of the churches
so-called. Is it not strange to think that today the
churches are clamoring for laws to punish persons for
not doing as the church requires? Is it not strange
that the people are so blind, that they cannot see that
any man-made organization is simply the work of
Satan? Does not the Lord say that ‘“Satan’s seat is
in the midst” of these man-made organizations under
the name of churches? The soul who still remains in
these organizations will soon see they are being led by
Satan when it is too late. The call is now to “come out
of her my people,” who will do it? We will now pass
this seal of the pale horse where the grave follows its
path till we again consider the churches of Pergamos
and Thyatira which had their history during the age
we are new considering. The following is taken from
the chapter on the churches:

“And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These
things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges:

“I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where
Satan’s seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied
my faith, even in those days whercin Antipas was my faithful
martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.

“But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there
them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a
stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed
unto idols, and to commit fornication.

“So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicol-
aitanes, which thing I hate.

“Repent; or else I will come unto the quickly, and will fight
against them with the sword of my mouth.

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches; To him hat overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden
manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name
\glii;tig,which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.”—Rev.

The definition of “Pergamos” is “height, eleva-
tion.” The church at this period is represented as
having a sharp sword with two edges. This is ex-
plained by the apostle Paul: “For the word of God is
quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a dis-
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cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

The church of Pergamos is represented as dwell-
ing even where Satan’s seat is. The Papacy was fully
established in A. D, 538, with its capital at Rome.
Christianity at this time was largely in the Western
Empire of Rome, as that division of the Roman govern-
ment constituted the second division of the great city
of Babylon, as is shown in the comments on the last of
the three great divisions of the world, as we shall see
presently. The church was dwelling where Satan’s
seat was, but even there God had some that held up
the light of truth, and did not deny His name, and
those persons were represented as Antipas. They
were opposed to the apostasy, and many were martyrs
to the truth. But, notwithstanding all this, there were
some, even among the faithful, that had yielded to the
worldly influence in the doctrine of Balaam, which was
polygamy. The Nicolaitans were of the same class as
the followers of Balaam. The Lord requires discipline
of those in His church, even under the most trying
circumstances, and if this is not heeded, the judgments
of God will surely follow, as described in the scripture.

“And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven
vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew
unto thee the judgement of the great whore that sitteth upon many
waters:

“With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication,
and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the
wine of her fornication.

“So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and T
saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of
blas phemy, having seven heads and ten horns.

“And the woman was arrayed in purple and searlet colour, and
decked with gold and precious stomes and pearls having a golden
cup in Ter hand full abominations and filthiness of her fornication:

“And upon her forhead was a name written, MYSTERY BABY-
LON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ADOMIN-
ATIONS OF THE EARTH.

“And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints,
snd the blood of the murtyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, 1
wondered with great admiration.-——Rev. 17:1-6.

‘4 hig seripture represents this power by the symbol
ot a woman seated upon a scarlet-colored beast, the
woman representing the ecclesiastical and the beast
the civil phase. This woman has committed fornica-
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tion with the kings of the earth,—the church living in
spiritual adultery with the civil power. She has here
enforced her adulteries through the civil law, until fifty
million martyrs have been slain by her. Such is the
portrayal God gives of this power during this period
of the world’s history.

“And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These
things saith the Son i God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of
fire, and his feet are like fine brass;

“I know thy works, and charity, and service, and falth and thy
patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first,

“Notwithstanding I have a.few things against thee, because
thou suffereth that woman J eAebeI which calleth herself a prophet-
ess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and
to eat things sacrificed unto idols.

“And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and he re-
pented not.

““‘Behold I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery
with her into great tripuiation, except they repent of their deeds.

“And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches
shall know that I am he which searchest the reins and hearts: and
I will give unto every one of you according to your works.

“But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as
have not this doctrine, and which. have not known the depihs of
Satan, as they speak; T will put upon you none other burden.

“But that which ye have already hold fast until I come.

“And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end,
to him will I give power over the nations.

“And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessel of a
potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I receive of my
father.

“And I will give him the morning star.

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith un-
to the churches.,”—Rev. 2:18-29. X

This church, the fourth in number, covers the
period from 538 to 1798 A. D. The definition of
Thyatira is the “sweet savor of labor.” Works have
been a strong element of favor in all of these churches;
for, while charity and faith are mentioned with works,
withstanding God’s great love and gentleness toward
His people, He tells of their short comings. One fault of
thechurch was that they had suffered “that woman
Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach
and to seduce my servants to commit fornication (unite
with the world), and to eat things sacrificed unto
idols.” As a woman is a symbol of a church, this

woman Jezebel is taken to symbolize the apostate
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church of the Papacy at this time. The true people
had no doubt suffered the teachers of the apostasy to
teach in their churches, and were influenced by them.
Jezebel was the wife of Ahab in the days of Israel,
and was one of the bitterest persecutors against the
prophets of God that ever lived in the world’s history;
hence she fitly represents this age of the church.

Verses 22 and 23 threaten the Papacy, by saying:

“I will cast her into a bed, and them that com mit
adultery with her into great tribulation, except they
repent of their deeds. And I will kill her children with
death; and all the churches shall know that I am He
which searcheth the reins and hearts; and I will give
unto every one of you according to your works.”

While the apostasy of Roman Catholicism has
done her work of death and destruction, she has not
escaped the judgments of God, and the greatest judg-
ments of all still await her in the near future. =~ The
Lord says to the true ones in this age of the world that
have not known the depths of Satan, “I will put upon
you none other burden.” The church had all she could
carry, without God requiring the strict discipline which
otherwise would have been laid upon her. God would
not mete out to them more than they could bear, as
stated in verses 25 to 28. ,

To the church that lived in the second and third
centuries the Lord said, ‘“Hold fast until death,” but
to the church of Thyatira He says, ‘“Hold fast till I
come;” “and I will give him the morning star,” and
he shall rule the nations “with a rod of iron; as the
vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers.”
Whether there will.be a people living in the closing
days of this church that will continue to live until the
Lord comes, the reader must judge. One thing cers
tain, the coming of Christ is now introduced, and to
each church following substantially the same admoni-
tion is given: “Hold fast till I come.”

) To the Philadelphian church the Lord says, ‘“Be-

hold, I come quickly;” unto the Laodiceans, “Beho'd, I
stand at the door, and knock;” and to the Thyatira
church, the one now being considered, “I will give him
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the morning star.,” The morning star is the one that
shines so brightly just before the morning light ap-
pears. In the twenty-second chapter of Revelation
we read: “I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto
you these things in the churches. I am the root and
the offspring of David, and the bright and morning
star.” Rev. 22:16.

Don’t loose sight of this one thought, ramely, that
all persecution upon the people of God has risen
as the result of man made orgamzatlons under the
name of Christianity. Those organizations are what
takes peace from the earth. They are the man of
sin wherever they are found regardless of name they
bare. When will the true light shine upon the chil-
dren of God sufficiently that they will forsake her
and be a free people? Thus the whole theme of this
line of prophecy of the seals is a revelation showing
the evils of any form of, or imitation of the one organi-
zation which God has ordained for his people. Note
that any attenmipt to forward the cause of the gospel
by any other plan is a failure and only leads to persecu-
tion of the saints. NKeturning to the scals, we 1eac:

“And when he haa opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altcr

the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the
testimony which they held:
“Andthey cried with a loud voice, saying, How Ssng, O Lord,

holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them
that dwell on the earth?

“And white robes were given unto every oue of them; and it
wss said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season,un-
til their fellow servants also and their brethren, that should be killed
as they were, should be killed.”’—Rev. 6:9-11.

Some have supposed that the altar here mentioned
was in heaven, and that immateriai souls of those that
had been slain by this cruel power were there shut up
under the altar, crying for vengeance upon them that
dwelt upon the earth. If this is literally true, then,
as a result, the Lord took them out, and puft white
robes on them; but yet they must rest for a little
season, until their fellow servants also should be kill-
ed. Once. while traveling in a train. the writer over-
heard two ministers talking upon this text, and one
>f them was speaking a third minister’s exposition of
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this text, and saying that he had never understood be-
fore that people were in heaven without heads on, but
Brother So and So made it very clear that there were
live, immaterial souls in heaven without heads, crying
to God for vengeance on them that dwell on the earth.

There is in the scripture what is called personifica-
tion.Abel’s blood is represented as crying to God from
the ground, and other similar instances might be cited.
The fifth seal applies from the beginning of the Re-
formation of the sixteenth century to 1798. These
souls that had been slain on the altar of persecution
are represented as crying, “How long, O Lord, holy
and true, dost Thou not judge and avenge our blood
~n them that dwell on the earth?”

The expression, ‘“‘under the altar,” is taken from
the law written by Moses. When the burnt offering
of consecration was offered the blood of the vietim
was poured out at the bottom of the altar. The life
is'in the blood. So the life of the sacrifice was poured
out ‘at the bottom of the altar. So John was shown
how the lives of those who had suffered. Their hves
were represented as under the altar. We can say
today, “How long, O Lord, will the power of man
made organizations rule over men and crush out the
blessed gospel of peace?” We are now in this period
of waiting till the end comes. Every martyr for
truth. Every one branded as an heretic. Every one
burned at the stake. Every one disfellowshiped by
his brother as a heretic. Almost every civil war be-
tween Christian powers and scores of other things
come as a result of these false organizations which
place power in the hands of men. Hov long, O Lord.

“And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there
was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackecloth
of hair, and the moon became as blood;

“And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig
‘t;reed casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty
win

“And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rollea to-
gfther' and every mountain and island were moved out of their
places

“And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich
men, and the chief captains, And the mighty men, and every
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bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in
the rocks of the mountains;

“And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hid-
us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the
wrath of the Lamb:

“For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be
able to stand.?”—6:12-17.

he reader will see that the sixth seal or period
0f time reaches to the time when the judgments of
God are finally visited on all who have not accepted
the gospel and have failed to be sealed with the Holy
Spirit of promise.

The sixth seal is introduced by an earthquakg be-
ing the opening of the seal. Some have held this to
be the Lisbon earthquake wherein !?0,0000 lost their
lives in 1755 A. D. I know of nothing to offer as an
objection to this interpretation. The prophets qoel,
Isaiah, Christ and John all testify to the next things,
namely, the darkening of the sun, the moon and the
falling of the stars, being signs that would preceed
the coming of Christ. To this we also agree. Then
the next step is the time when men will cry for the
rocks and mountains to hide them by falling on them
‘“for the great day of His wrath is come, and who shall
be able to stand?”

It is no trouble to see that the sixth and seventh
seals reach to the time of the coming of Christ and the
end of the world. These nations will then find their
plans were a failure, they have not served the Lord,
neither were they willing to obey His laws nor accept
of his form of government. Hence the result is finally
reached. We notice that there is a brief period to
tfollow under the seventh seal as we now read:

“And after these things I saw four angels standing on the
four corners of the earth, holdm the four winds of the eartn, that
the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nur on
any tree.

“And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having
the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the
four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea,

“Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the treea
till we have sealed the servants of our God in their forcheads.

“And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and

there were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of
all the tribes of the children of Israel.
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“Qf the tribe of Juda were sealed twelve -thousand. Of the
tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Gad
were sealed,twelve thousand.

“Of the tribe of Asher were sealed twelve thousand. Of the
tribe of Nepthalim were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe
of Mannasses were sealed twelve thousand.

“Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand. Of
the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of
Issachar were sealed twelve thousand.

“Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the
tribe of Joseph were sealed thelve thousand. Of the tribe of
Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand.”—Rev. 7:1-8.

This seal is devoted to the work of the Lord’s
children. The seventh is for the people of God. This
work is largely to call out of Babylon and seal them
with the truth of God. They will then be able to
discern between the organization of men and the
organization of God. This work is symbolized as the
rays of the sun rising in the east till the whole heavens
are ablaze with its light. Eevry honest heart, every
name of Christianity. Those organizations are what
child of God, every soul who is prepared to meet the
Lord at His coming will free themselves from every
earthly organization and belong to ome only and that
will be the church of the first born o fwhich Christ
is the head. They will, during this period, be taught
the truth in its purity.

It is shown clearly that the same organization
which was of old will then be the one still in use for
there are twelve thousand sealed of each of the tribes
of Israel. They sing the song of Moses and the Lamb.
We say, speed on the day Lord, when we will all serve
Thee with one mind and one consent. Then we will
work as a wheel in a wheel. Then we will be full
of eyes to see on every side and clean up the rubbish
of Babylon from among us. Then Christ’s throne will
be the only throne. )

WHAT IS THE DIVINE SEAL OF GOD?

If the 144,000 are sealed with the seal of God
in their foreheads, Rev. 14, then it becomes us to know
with no uncertainty what that sealis. There has been
much said about “the seal of God,” and “the mark
of the beast.” Some have said, “The mark of the
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beast was sprinkling for baptism,” others said it was
the Sunday institution in the place of the observanee
of the proper Sabbath. The opposer of the money
power says it is the money power, and the love of
money. That is the mark or seal of the beast. As
to what it is there has been no end to the positions
taken. Sabbath keepers (and myself, also in the
past, included) claimed the seal of God to be the
Sabbath. They show that that commandment con-
tains every requirement of a legal seal as affixed to a
law in order to place the law in force. This argument
is placed in a plausible setting. They also then reason
on the same basis to show that the Sunday institution
is of Papal origin and it constitutes the mark of the

east. This also at first thought looks very plausible.
But can a law or any single commandment of a law
be truly said to be the seal to that law? We reply,
No. No law or seal is so used in the world. In every
transaction of legality where a seal is required the
law and the seal are two seperate things. The seal
is that which places and gives power to the law or
document when placed to it by an official authorized
to affix the seal of his authority and office he holds.
This is too positive and plain to question by any,
. hence no commandment of God or of any other power
cal possibly be the seal or mark of that power.
Every child of God that will ever be saved must be
sealed. Paul says:

“That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which arein heaven
and which are on earth; even in him.

“In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being pre-
- destinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things

after the counsel of his own will:

“That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first
trusted in Christ.

In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye
believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,

“Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption
of the4purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.”—Eph.
1:10-1

The apostle is very plain in the above showing
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how all are saved. He says, “They heard the word
of truth and after they heard it were then sealed with
the Holy Spirit of promise till the day of eur redemp-
tion. He further says that seal is the earnest (or
pledge) given us. This needs no comment as to the
manner of the sealing of God’s children. Namely, it
is the Holy Spirit that does the work after the indivi-
dual has hearf and accepted the word of God. The
Holy Spirit witnesses to it and thus places its seal
upon them. In our civil national order the official
appointed for the purpose affixes his seal and that
place. the document in full force. Just so in God’s
realm the word is taught. If the mind receives it,
then the Holy Spirit, the one divinely appointed,
places its seal of the acceptance of the .word by the
individual, and they are sealed by writing that word
in the mind and heart of the individual by the Holy
Spirit. 2 Cor. 3:1-4.

The individual’s name is then recorded in the
heavenly record, The name of Israel and Jew is ap-
plied to them by the Lord and thus they are sealed.
Then we ask again, What is the seal? We reply,
It is the Holy Spirit. With men the impression is ~
made either by writing with a pen or some instrument
made for the purpose, with God the impression is made
by the Holy Spirit upon the heart.

The Next Point.

In order to obtain the seal of God the individual
in his reception of the word receives Christ as his King
His Redeemer. They then become citizens of His
kingdom. They obey His laws and no other. Christ
alone is their Master. Him alone they serve. In
every test as to which power they will obey, they obey
but one and that is Christ. They cannot serve two
masters. Strict loyalty is ever the test. So far as
Christ's word permits and no further can they go to
please others. This includes every commandment
Christ ever gave, as the Author and finisner of our
faith. It mncludes every testimony of Christ througn
His divinely appointed prophets as recorded in the
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Bible. They add nothing to His word, neither take
anything from it. The Father’s name is then in their
Torehead (mind). They know nothing but Christ and
Him crucified as their Redeemer and Master. Thus
they are sealed (marked) for the kingdom of God.
Their character is accepted.

The Hundred and Forty-Four Thousand.

The last work to be done, is to seal 144,000 of all the
tribes of Ierael, 12,000 of each tribe. It is said of this num-
ber tnat they get the victory over the beast and bhis image.
They have the name of their God in their foreheads. The
prophet Ezekiel calls this work of Sealing in the ninth
chapter, the marking of them in their foreheads, by the one
having the writer's ink horn by his side. The one thus de-
scribed is a representative of the Holy Spirit. The individuals
marked are those who cry and sigh for the abominations
done in the midst of Jerusalem. (The professed Church.)

Following the work of marking, the remainder of
Jerusalem are all slain, both old and young. Thus the word
mark, and seal are synonmous in this case. The work here
described is the same as the gathering of the Remnant out
of Babylon before her destruction takes place by the falling
of the plagues.

Note: Babylon is composed of the various organiza-
tions of Christendom. Hence, the time of separation finally
comes when every false doctrine held must be given up be-
fore the seal can be placed on the mind of the Remnant of
Israel. But that is not all there is to consider. There is anoth-
-er power that demands obedience to it and that power is the
Beast and Its Image, which has a mark or seal also. How
shall we learn what is the mark of the beast? We reply just
as we did the Seal of God. We learned that in order to have
the seal of God we were to hear God’s Word and receive
it in our hearts and acknowledge God as our sovereign, our
King, and with willing hearts obey His laws and require-
‘ments. From His organization of Government down, It re-
quired strict adherence to all the Lord required, just so with
the civil power of the beast. The beast is simply carrying out
its King's (Satan’s) demands. Its King is Satan, he is the
god of this world. It is he that says [ will exalt my throne
above the throne of the most high.”” It is he that demands
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obedience from all his subjects. His system of worship is
baal worship from the earliest times. He worships the planets
and nature as his god. *“He is the Prince of the power of .the
air. His doctrines are the doctrines of devils.”” His organiza-
tions are a counterfeit of God's organization, in both church
and state. His system is under the rule of the beast. It is the
union of Christianity and Baal combined. It is the mystery
of iniquity. The authority at the head of his work on earth
is “the son of perdition.”

He sits in the temple of God, showing himself to be
God.” His daughter is the Mother of Babylon, his grand
daughters are the daughters as now organized throughout
Christendom.

The Spirit that rules them is the spirit of Satan. Hence
when individuals choose to follow his laws, his organiza-
tion, his kingship, his doctrines, and recognize his authority
in the place of God, then they are sealed with his spirit and
hence a child of satan. This is the process in both cases.

Thus they receive the Character or mark of Satan, their
father. Christ said “their father was the devil.”” Of course
they become begotten by him. The works of their father
they will do.” Thus as the test comes and the people choose
they receive one or the other of the seals, or marks, accor-
ding as they choose. So when the final test comes God's
Children are sealed by the Holy Spirit, just as they have
chosen.

We will add that in this final sealing of the Chidren of
Israel, there will be no middle ground work. The Remnant
are to be “‘without fault before the Throne.”” They are '‘to-
have no guile in their mouth.” Hence no false doctrines of
any kind will be permissable. No connection with any false
organization will be acceptable to God. The final division
will be a clean cutting loose from every work of Satan before
the seal ofsGod can be placed on an individual. Hence No
Seal of God will be placed on individuals as long as they
are willin gly connected with one of Babylons organizations.
No seal will be placed on individuals who will not keep the
‘commandments of God, the Sabbath included. No seal of
God can be placed on individuals till they are willing to
“follow the lamb wheresoever he goeth.” Christ and Satan
in their work is forever separated. “Every plant not planted
by My Heavenly Father must be rooted up.” Oh! How }
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wish 1 might impress the importance of the seal of God in
its true force to every child of God.

Remember the seal of God is not one commandment
but obedinece to them all brings the seal as a result of per-
fect obedience. Oh that the Holy Spirit which places the -
final seal might impress every child of God with its impor-
tance. It is that power alone that seals us for redemption. It
is the legal appointed one, The Holy Spirit, When the Beast
and its image passes a law, that all must worship (obey)
the beast and its image, or be killed. All those who yield
to the demands of the governments issuing this decree, as
an instrument in the hands of Satan will then make their
decision as to whom they will serve, and Satan places his
seal upon them who obey him in their (mind) or forehead,
they then render their assistance to his work with their hands
They are sealed by his spirit. They are for destruction in
the lake of fire. Thus the acknowledging of which power
we will serve, brings the seal of that power, just in the
same manner. The use of the seal in this life must be fol-
lowed to its logical conclusion, to understand the seal and
mark of God, and the beast. All will be then plain. The
question now is whom will we serve? That determines the
whole question with the individual which seal they will
have in their foreheads. (Mind.) This now is the last call,
who will heed it?

POSITIONS EXAMINED

In Ezekiel's Prophecies it says ‘'l am the l.ord your
God, Walk in My statutes and keep my Judgments, and
do them, Hallow My Sabbaths and they shall be a sign be-
tween Me and you that ye may know that I am the Lord
your God.” Ezek. 20:19, 20.

It is claimed for this scripture that it teaches the Sab-
bath alone should be a sign that those who keep it might
know that | am the Lord. The connection shows that obe-
dience to all the Statutes, Judgments and the Sabbath con-
stitue the sign. That is, in the keeping of them all they would
know the true God. And further, that the act of keeping
Kouéd be a sign between them that they did respect the

ord.

The argument is presented thus. The Word, Sign,
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token, and seal ar all the same. That may be true in some
cases but not in every case. The word sign applies to a
visible sign as well as to a signature or a stamp and it is
thus used in the above scripture. It is used there as a sign
er proof to the individual that such service of obedience
will bring the desired evidence to them that God has fulfilled
His promises to them. The word, Token means as used in
Ex. 3:12 to mean evidence or proof. Webster says thus in
the ninth definition of Sign “A typical representative.”” In
the tenth definition of the word Mark, He says “‘A trait of
Character.” Now we read the scripture, God gave to Abra-
kam the sign of circumcision as a token of the everlasting
covenant. We see in this case the sign or token was a visible
mark in the flesh. Thus it is seen clearly it is our duty to
correctly apply the proper use of the words: Token, Sign
and Mark as the scriptures indicate in the passage we read.
The word, Seal more directly applies to the setting of the
hand upon the document, or individual which is approved
by the authority of the official appointed to examine the
condition existing in the individual or document. This will
apply to the sealing and placing the name of God in the
foreheads of the Children of God, because they have the
mark of His character as the result of their obedience to
His laws. The same would be true of those who possess
the character of the beast as the result of obedience to its
laws. Thus we see in any case it would not apply to some
single commandment. Another text says, ‘‘seal the law
among my Disciples.” That is done first, by teaching the
whole law. When accepted the Holy Spirit seals it upon the
heart of the believer. When this is done it becomes a sign
between them and God that they are His Children.

THE NUMBER OF THE BEAST

Thus far we feel clear in the interpretations givenfof '
the seals, there is one more point to consider, thatis the
number of the beast. Number signifies so many of anything
or it could signify a definite one bearing such a number
as one in class. The scripture speaking of this is found in
Revelations 13:17, 18 and fourteenth chapters. One state-
ment is: The number of the beast is the number of a man,
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and his number is 666. Another says the number of his
his name. That could be the number under his control or
his definite number.

The Apostle says “The name of the beast is the man
of sin. The son of perdition.” The decree that is passed says
that no man might buy nor sell that has not the mark of the
beast or the number of his name or the name of the beast.

This indicates to me they must in some way belong to
the system of which the beast is the representative or stands
for. It also indicates there were divisions of the beast’s
representatives but really, but one family of the whole.

Remember there are but two classes, one who worship
(obeys) God, the other worships (obeys) the beast and its
image. It is also clear that whatever the beast and its image
stands for, they all come under the mark. Name, and num-
ber of the beast, it would naturally follow that in order to
find the sum total of those who are represented by the beast
and its mark (Character) would be the number as a whole
that would constitute the number of ‘the beast. The beast
stands for Babylon and her daughters both in the Greek,
Roman and Protestant divisions at the time of fulfillment of
Christendom. It takes them all to make up the beast of
Christendom at the time this decree is passed. Question: la
there that number of organizations in these three divisions.
I reply while this is the logical interpretation of the text !
am not prepared at this writing to say. Some have given the
argument that the number 666 could be found on the crown
of the Pope by adding the Latin numerals in the title worn
on the crown. That is plausible, but not to my mind abso-
lute truth. Those numerals are found in other names of in-
dividuals. But that would not prove much. The number be-

longs to the beast and all it stands for and could not apply
to any single individual man The number could stand the
same as the 144,000, [ feel sure that number is expressive
of a collection of the whole who are sealed more than to
the definite number. [t is taken from God’s rule of number-
ing Israel as applying to the males of a certain age. So the
number of 666 for the purpose of desngnatmg the whole
number of organizations who worship the beast in ¢haracter
and divisions, more than it does to a specific number, I offer
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these comments as suggestive on this point, personally at
this writing | feel they will stand criticism when they are
carefully considered.

THE TWO MARKS

Mark says Webster is character. The one who ol:.xcys'
the beast and his laws and recognizes his organizations
receive the character or (mark) of the beast. The one who
obeys God are not defiled with its women (Church organi-
zations.) They refuse to worship (obey) the beast or its
image. They keep the commandments of God and the
faith of Jesus. Thus they bear the marks of God, the
Character of God. Every true trait of obedience is a mark
of God. The opposite is true of the beast.

THE TWO SEALS

The obedient to God and His organizations and laws
are sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise. The ones who

obey the beast are sealed with the spirit of satan, their
father.

THE NAME OF GOD

And Moses said unto God ‘‘Behold when | come unto
the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of
your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to
me, What is his name ? what shall | say unto them?

And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT | AM: and
he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel,
I AM hath sent me unto you.”

I Am THAT | Am, the meaning of that statement is:
""There is no God besides me.”” | am the God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. | am the Lord, Thy God, which brought
the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt.” | am the
first and the last.” ] Am the beginning and the .end.
I AM the Alpha and the Omega. I AM a jealous God.”” All
titles are preceeded with the Words "I AM.” The thought
in the name is as the saying of today is *'l Am it.”” The name
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signifies The only one, The God of Gods. The law on stone
is preceeded with the authority of the law maker. Thus I Am
the Lord Thy God which brought thee out of the land of
Egypt.” Thou shalt have no other Gods before Me™” and so
on. Thus [ AM is the chief of names applied to God, such
as the Lord, God, Jehovah, Elohim, Father Creator, etc.
. In Deuteronomy 16:6 it says “‘at the place where the Lord
thy God shall choose to record His name.” By looking
that up it was the place where the cloud located the ark
in which were the laws of God as written on stone and in
the book, those laws are preceeded by the Statement: 'l AM
the Lord thy God which brought thée up out of the Land of
Egypt.”” Thus rhe Name I AM was a guarantee of the divine
authority that gave the law. Thus the claims of the two
powers is seen to stand one opposite to the other. One
claims he is God and his laws are superior and demands
obedience. The other is the laws and authority of the Great
“l AM That | AM.” Thus to have the name of God in our

‘minds.

REC A PITULATION

First, the two names, one of the beast, the other of
God. The name of the beast is the man of sin, the son of
perdition, who exalts himself above all that is called God
and places himself in the temple of God, showing himself
to be God.

R PLEASANT WALK

~ In the small numbers of the hours of the night in my
mind, I took a pleasant walk in the Kingdom and govern-
ment of God, my first view was to visit the camp of Israel
whose banners were floating in the balmy breeze of the
Kingdom. I noticed with interest each tribe as they were
camped on the east of Judah, on the north by the camp of
Dan, on the south by the standard of Rubin and on the
west by the house of Joseph with Ephraim as the head. In
the center was the tribe of Levi, Moses, Aaron and his
Priests on the east with the beautiful ark which contained
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the laws of the kingdom, and over it the two cherubims and
in between them there was a most beautiful Throne with
Christ sitting on it. On the south, west and north were the
different divisions of the tribe of Levi who had the charge
of the tabernacle. In the center of it all I beheld the taber-
nacle covered with ram’s skins died red and the colors of
the Rainbow in the curtains with woven cherubims woven
in them, covering the inside Everything was perfect in or-
der and everything moved and worked like a wheel in a
wheel, As I saw the camp move forward following the cloud
by day and the pillar of fire by night, with Judah and his
band leading them with Moses, and Aaron and the priests
with the ark and the priests blowing their trumpets. The
noise sounded to me like the wings of a flying army of birds
like the eagle. Not a jar, not a contention, no sick in the
camp, no worn out clothes, no crying, hungry women and
children, all with their eyes full of light watching the cloud
and the pillar of fire. | said this scene is too great for me,
it is too wonderful to comprehend. Then [ said this is God
and His organization, { want to belong to it. It is so far
ahead of anything | ever witnessed that was done by man
I then decided I should accept the genuine and give up all
imitations of man made patterns.

But that was not all [ saw, [ saw the tweny-four Elders
with tt r crowns on, | saw the priests with their crowns. 1
said truly we will be and are now a kingdom of Priests and
Kings with Christ and we shall reign on the earth with the
Prince of the Kings of the earth.” I followed the cloud and
the camp a little further and behold amidst, beautiful
scenery appeared. It was a gloricus country all prepared
for those who love Him. The camp moved forward. Not a
break in the order was made. The land was clothed with
every kind of herbs snd trees that was like fruit that was
good for food. It looked lik a vast Garden of Fruits and
Flowers. In the midst of the Garden was the tree of life.
We all ate of its fruit first. It gave us a new life of both
body and mind. Qur camp pitched near it for there is where
the cloud stopped. The camp then enlarged its borders
sufficient to take in the whole of the land. In this experience
we there met those of whom we had read in the Bible of
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all the Children of God, who had lived before us. One of the
beautful scenes that interested me as | walked through the
land was to see all the varieties of animals there that were
first created on the earth. It was a pleasure to handle them
and talk to them. All fear from us both were gone. Then the
air was filled with beautiful birds and the streams with all
kinds of clean fish. The air was clearer than any I had ever
witnessed. The moon shone with the brightness of the sun.
The sun seven fold to what | ever experienced, yet no
oppressive heat from its effects. I began to see and realize
that | was now in the new World where all things had been
made new. The curse was all gone. | saw the Father's face.
1 beard no one say | am sick, neither wearied. | said for
once, | was satisfied. I had returned to my inheritance prom-
ised to all His saints. The family was again made up never
to be separated again. Such was the pleasant journey 1 took
during the silent hours of the night while | meditated in my
mind of Gods perfect organization. Then 1 realized | was
now translated into His Kingdom. | was now a member of
the true organization of God, | now belonged to one of the
twelve tribes of Israel, and was now sealed by the Holy
Spirit of promise which was the earnest of my redemption.

was now in the same organization of which all the family
n heaven and earth belonged. 1 now was in God's civil
sovernment. | would never need any change of organiza-
tion. | would never need to learn of any other. The one I
now belonged to never would chanze. Oh Glorious King-
dom! Even so, come Lord Jesus, and take us to that final
rest which Thou hast gone to prepare.

Everyth'ng we need is now lcr The one who is
sealed as a member of one of the twelve tribes of Israel
has it all, and Christ is now his King. The Jews said: “We
have no King but Ceasar.” 1 say: "l have no King but
Christ my Redeemer.”” Reader, who have you as your King?
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